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Unit 1
British Literature

                 Vocabulary Strategy    

 THE LATIN ROOT  temp  
 Our root  temp-  comes from the Latin word  tempus,  meaning “time” or “a fixed 
period.” This root is found in several English words.      

 A.       Directions:  Explain the meaning of the boldfaced word in each sentence. Use 
your knowledge of the root  temp  and the context in which each word appears.
     

        

  1. He lectured well, but we preferred to hear him  extemporize  on any subject 
that came to his mind.    

            

  2. Nations may seem to endure forever, but you only need to look at the history of 
Eastern Europe to be struck by their  temporality.    

            

  3. Jules loves the novels of John Steinbeck and William Faulkner as well as other 
 contemporaneous  American fiction.    

            

 B.       Directions:  Explain the meaning of the Latin root in the advertisement shown.
     

                    WANTED:

Temp workers 
for short-term tax 
preparation work. 

Call 555-9111.

temp

contemporaneous

temporality

extemporize
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