
C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 H
ol

t 
M

cD
ou

ga
l, 

a 
di

vi
si

on
 o

f 
H

ou
gh

to
n 

M
iffl

 in
 H

ar
co

ur
t

311Unit 2
British Literature

Resource Manager

A
 VA

LED
ICTIO

N
 . . . / H

O
LY SO

N
N

ET 
10 / from

 M
ED

ITATIO
N

 17

A VALEDICTION: FORBIDDING MOURNING / HOLY SONNET 10 / from 
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       Reading Check      

  Directions:  Think about the excerpt from Meditation 17 and its meaning. Then answer each 
question in one or two sentences.      

  1. At the beginning of the excerpt from Donne’s “Meditation 17,” what does Donne mean 
when he says the church is “Catholic”?    

    

    

            

  2. According to Donne, for whom  does  the bell toll?    

    

    

            

  3. Donne also mentions the ringing of a bell in a sense other than for the dying. Explain?    

    

    

            

  4. Donne says that humankind is like a book. According to Donne, what happens to the 
book when a person dies?    

    

    

            

  5. Describe another metaphor Donne uses to show the unity of human life.    
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