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             Reading Skill    

 READING SHAKESPEAREAN DRAMA 

 Shakespearean drama can be challenging to read. You can use helpful guides such as the plot 
summaries and sidenotes to improve your understanding. You can read important speeches 
aloud to “hear” the clues they give you about characters and themes. You should be aware 
of the unusual grammatical constructions Shakespeare uses. You can also take notes while 
you read.         

  Directions:  As you complete each act of the play, use the chart to list the actions of Macbeth. 
Then tell what each action reveals about his character. Use the back of this sheet if necessary. 
An example has been done for you.     

  Character: Macbeth 

Actions What Actions Reveal

He defeats the army on the battlefi eld. He’s a brave and inspiring solider and general.
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           Reading Skill    

 READING SHAKESPEAREAN DRAMA 

 Shakespearean drama can be challenging to read. You can use helpful guides such as the 
plot summaries and sidenotes to improve your understanding. You can also read important 
speeches aloud to “hear” the clues they give you about characters and themes. You should 
be aware of the unusual grammatical constructions Shakespeare uses. You can also take 
notes while you read.         

  Directions:  As you complete each act of the play, use the chart to list the actions of Lady 
Macbeth. Then tell what each action reveals about her character. Use the back of this sheet if 
necessary.     

  Character: Lady Macbeth 

Actions What Actions Reveal
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