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A MODEST PROPOSAL
Summary

A MIODEST PROPOSAL

Jonathan Swift
Setting: Ireland, 1729

Swift comments on Britain’s policies toward Ireland by describing the effects of poverty in
Ireland. He says that many mothers have to beg because they cannot feed their children.
Swift proposes that some of these children be sold to rich people as food. This would give
their mothers some money, and the rich would have food all year. He says that older boys
would not be good food because their meat would be too tough. He suggests that older
girls be kept as mothers.

Swift says that his proposal would lower the number of Roman Catholics and the number
of Irish in general. The economy would be better for the rich. It would cost less to raise
children. Parents would take better care of their children, knowing that they could sell them.

Swift says that taxing people fairly will not get rid of poverty. He says the public would
never agree to such an idea. He is sure that most poor people would rather have been killed
for food as babies than suffer the misery of being poor.

UNA PROPUESTA MODESTA

Jonathan Swift
Escenario: Irlanda, 1729.

Swift hace comentarios sobre la politica britanica hacia Irlanda describiendo los efectos de

la pobreza en Irlanda. Dice que muchas madres tienen que mendigar porque no pueden
alimentar a sus hijos. Swift propone que algunos de esos nifios se vendan a la gente rica como
alimento. Eso les daria a las madres algo de dinero, y los ricos tendrian comida todo el afio.
Dice que los nifios mayores no serian buen alimento porque su carne podria estar muy dura.
Sugiere que las nifias mayores se mantengan para que sean madres.

Swift dice que su propuesta disminuiria el nimero de Catélicos Romanos y el numero de
irlandeses en general. La economia seria mejor para los ricos. Costaria menos criar niflos.
Los padres cuidarian mejor a sus hijos sabiendo que podrian venderlos.

Swift dice que cobrar impuestos justos a la gente no va a terminar con la pobreza. Dice
que el publico nunca estaria de acuerdo con tal idea. El esta seguro de la mayoria de gente
pobre preferiria que se le hubiese matado de bebé para servir como alimento, que sufrir la
miseria de ser pobre.
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