
C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 H
ol

t 
M

cD
ou

ga
l, 

a 
di

vi
si

on
 o

f 
H

ou
gh

to
n 

M
iffl

 in
 H

ar
co

ur
t

35

MY LAST DUCHESS / PORPHYRIA’S LOVER COPY MASTER

M
Y LA

ST D
U

CH
ESS / 

PO
RPH

YRIA’S LO
VER

Unit 5
British Literature

Resource Manager

                 Literary Analysis    

 DRAMATIC MONOLOGUE 
 A  dramatic monologue  is a lyric poem in which a speaker describes a meaningful experience 
to a silent or absent listener. The speaker is a character describing events in his or her own 
life. A dramatic monologue includes a specific setting and events, but you often need to 
make inferences to identify these elements. For example, the setting of “My Last Duchess” is 
not stated directly. After reading the poem, details in the poem help readers infer that the 
setting is 16th-century Italy, and that the speaker is a duke.         

  Directions:  Complete each chart to make inferences about the key elements of Browning’s 
dramatic monologues. Describe the personality and perspective of the speaker and identify 
the setting of the poem. Tell what events take place during the monologue and note events 
described in the poem that happened at an earlier time.     

  “My Last Duchess” 

Speaker Setting Action During the Poem Past Events

  “Porphyria’s Lover” 

Speaker Setting Action During the Poem Past Events
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