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A DEVOTED SON
Summary

A DEVOTED SON

Anita Desai
Setting: India, from middle to late 20th century

Rakesh graduates from medical school at the top of his class. He shows his devotion to his
father, Varma, by bowing down touching his feet. Everyone celebrates. Rakesh continues

to succeed in life. He goes to the United States to study further. Then he returns to India

and becomes a successful doctor. He marries the girl picked for him by his parents. After
some years, his mother dies. When Varma becomes ill, Rakesh becomes his doctor. He
begins to supervise Varma’s diet. Rakesh does not let his father eat his favorite things, such
as sweets and fried foods. He also limits how much food his father can eat. Varma complains
that Rakesh does not treat him well. A devoted son would follow his father’s orders. Instead,
Rakesh gives orders to his father. Rakesh says it is his duty to care for his father’s health.
Varma becomes depressed. He wants to be allowed to die. Rakesh insists on giving him
vitamins and medicines. Varma stays alive but grows more bitter. Finally, Varma and Rakesh
reach a crisis.

UN HIJO DEVOTO

Anita Desai
Escenario: India, de mediados a finales del siglo XX

Rakesh se gradua de la facultad de medicina como el mejor de su clase. Muestra devocion a
su padre, Varma, haciendo una venia hasta tocarle los pies. Todos celebran. Rakesh contintia
teniendo €xito en la vida. Va a los Estados Unidos para seguir estudiando. Luego, regresa a la
India y se convierte en un exitoso doctor. Se casa con la joven que sus padres eligieron para
¢l. Después de algunos afios, muere su madre. Cuando Varma enferma, Rakesh se convierte
en su doctor. Empieza a supervisar la dieta de Varma. Rakesh no le permite a su padre comer
sus cosas favoritas, como dulces y alimentos fritos. También le limita la cantidad de comida
que puede comer. Varma se queja de que Rakesh no lo trata bien. Un hijo devoto deberia
seguir las 6rdenes de su padre. En lugar de eso, Rakesh da ordenes a su padre. Rakesh dice
que es su obligacion cuidar la salud de su padre. Varma sufre una depresion. Quiere que lo
dejen morir. Rakesh insiste en darle vitaminas y medicinas. Varma permanece con vida, pero
se vuelve mas amargado. Finalmente, Varma y Rakesh llegan a una situacion critica.
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